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Introduction MONO TOCON
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Protection des Primates, the conservation foundation of La Vallée des Singes
Primate Park. The project was adopted by the Callicebus cupreus EEP as its
conservation project, which has resulted in indispensable support from several
European zoos. Additional support was received from Primate Conservation Inc.

The main goal of the project is the conservation of the San Martin Titi Monkey
(Callicebus oenanthe). This little known species is one of the endemic primate
species of Peru, and has a restricted distribution in the San Martin department of
north-eastern Peru. The project started with research on the distribution and
conservation status of the species, while additionally educational activities were
developed. With the data collected in 2007 and 2008, the project has initiated
conservation activities in 2009, while all other activities were continued.

The year 2009 has been a very important year for the project. The organisation
became more solid with the foundation of a Peruvian NGO, improved administration
and the use of a good office. The Proyecto Mono Tocon has become a well-known
conservation association in San Martin, and is involved in several conservation
initiatives in the region. In this report we want to inform you about our work in 2009.
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NGO formalities /;E;?(fﬁcc;g
This year we conducted all necessary formalities to become an official Peruvian "
NGO. We felt that this is important, as it might improve our collaboration with ;“;
authorities and other NGOs. We compiled a constitution, which was checked by a
notary, and voted a board. The board of the NGO Proyecto Mono Tocon is as

follows:

President: Fernando Guerra Vasquez

Treasurer: Antonio José Boveda Penalba

Secretary: Julio César Tello Alvarado

Members: Jan Vermeer and Dario Lorente Hollingworth

The NGO was officially registered and accepted by the Peruvian authorities.
Now that we have arranged this, we can also give contracts to our employees.

The work for the project involves much desk work. Peru has its share of bureaucracy,
and each collaboration with schools or other organisation mvolves paperwork.
Besides this, reports have to be written, a
good financial administration needs to be
kept and educational activities have to be
prepared. We are therefore very happy that
we were able to rent office space from our
friends of Paz y Esperanza. The office has
four different rooms, a bathroom and (very
important) an Internet connection. We could
have done with less space, but as Paz and
Esperanza offered us this nice place for a
good price, we decided that it would be
better to take it. There is never too much
space, and our spacious meeting room can
also be used for capacity building Our new office
(our volunteers receive English classes).

The project is divided in three departments, which each have their own
responsibilities but also work together. These three departments are education
research and conservation.

Our educational department was coordinated in the first months of the year by Karen
Bendezu Aguilar. For personal reasons she had to resign, and was replaced by
Fernando Tananta del Aguila.

Our research department is coordinated by Julio César Tello Alvarado, while
Fernando Guerra Vasquez is coordinating the conservation department.

All departments received during the year support from Antonio J. Béveda Penalba,
Noelia Venegas Martin, Dario Lorente Hollingworth, Sergio Moreno Moreno and
Majorie Vermeer.

Very important was the additional support from our volunteers and students.




Education

Congress
Our education has been very busy this year. The most important event was the

organisation of the “First Conservation and Environmental Education Congress”, from
18-20 March in Tarapoto. The congress was organized by Karen, with the help of
Fernando and Julio. During the congress we -
received much help from our volunteers.

The event was a large success. More than
150 persons participated to the congress,
varying  from  colleagues of  other
organisations, people working for the
government to students. During the first two
days the participants were informed through
more than 35 presentations about different
conservational and educational activities.
The last day was used for discussions and
workshops on the national strategy for
conservation education and the reactivation
of a regional network for conservation education. Workshops on third day
Throughout the year we noticed that the congress has resulted in an improved
reputation of Proyecto Mono Tocén (PMT). Several organisations and authorities
have come to us to apply for support or
collaboration.

Although a new coordinating
organisation for the regional education
network was voted, this has not resulted
in much activities of this organisation.
PMT therefore has contacted all
involved parties to see what can be
done to solve this situation.

Schools

Our education team visited several

schools, often accompanied by our

volunteers. Two students have
Volunteers and team developed an educational program for

her theses. We also work with a teacher’'s school to improve their modules on

environmental education.

As we work on the creation of a conservation area around Morro de Calzada (see

below), we are focussing now our educational activities in that area. With the schools

we develop a program that our team will conduct in 2010.

We have also initiated meetings with the Regional Direction for Education to discuss

the possibilities for cooperation. Together we want to develop an educational

program that is better adjusted to the normal curriculum.

Botanical Garden

To improve our educational activities, we would like to start an education centre in
Moyobamba, capital of San Martin. We thought that we had a good opportunity for
this after visiting the degraded botanical gardens of Moyobamba. The board of the




association, neighbours of the botanical gardens, that “manages” the botanical//ﬁz;éh,

s

garden agreed with cooperation, as they held the
view that education is an important task of botanical
gardens. Besides, cooperation could also result in
higher visitor numbers, which meant more income for
the association. During the summer we were able to
guide several classes of local schools through the
botanical gardens, teaching them about the plants
and animals of the site. Educational materials were
developed, as well as promotional materials. It was
clear that the Botanical Gardens had a huge
educational value. Entrance
Unfortunately the cooperation ended when a new board of the “managing”
association was elected, and this board is not interested in nature education. A large
governmental body has offered to invest much money in the restoration of the
gardens, and the association probably is afraid that we will appropriate some of this
money. Even though we offered to do anything for free, guaranteed them that we
only wanted to develop educational activities in the botanical garden, we did not feel
welcome anymore. We therefore have (temporary?) suspended our activities, but
hope that we can resume these in the future.

Manifestations
In May the team of PMT has participated with the NGO CANATURA to the “first
festival of conservation areas and cultural patrimonies”.

http://proyectomonotocon.blogspot.com/2009/05/i-festival-de-las-areas-de-
conservacion.html
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In June the team with the volunteers had an
information stand at the “36™ agricultural exhibition”
in Moyobamba. We developed a series of activities
for children, and also were present for adults to
inform them about the importance of nature
conservation. The activities for the children were
such a success, that some children were already
coming early in the morning to be present once the
activities would start.

Activities with children Students dressed as titi monkeys to
promote conservation
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To improve our educational activities, we have started to develop more materials that (|
can be used easily by employees and volunteers. The idea is [ | |
that we will develop files and guides on different subjects,
including water, biodiversity and air. As we want to deliver our
serious educational message to the children in a popular and
easy digestible way, we have developed several interactive
plays for them.

A great success is de production of a comic book, named
“Carlos and the Tropical Forest”. The comic book was
developed with the help of a French artist, Eloise Vene. In the
book, children and adults (!) can read about the functions of the
rainforest and the importance of its conservation. It is made on such a way that it is
easy and cheap to reproduce it, and other
NGOs can freely receive an electronically file to
make copies with their own logo. The NGO
“Neotropical Primate Conservation” has
distributed it in the Amazonas department, as
has the NGO Ucumari. We are currently
working on a second version, “Carlos and the
monkeys”.

People in San Martin, especially in the small
villages, rarely receive gifts or own books, and
the comic book is therefore a great way to
inform them about their environment. Our team
distributes the comic books at schools, and our
research team always take some with them
(which are then often distributed by our driver!).

To make more publicity for the project and titi
monkeys, we also have distributed large
numbers of stickers and posters.

Conclusion

In 2009 our educational department has worked hard to improve the programs that
we can offer to schools. The cooperation with the botanical gardens unfortunately
didn’t work out very well, but we still hope that we can have one day an education
centre. Much more work can and has to be done, and we look for more sponsors that
can support our work.
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Callicebus oenanthe distribution and taxonomy

Much research on the distribution of Callicebus oenanthe was done in 2007 and
2008. This year an article with our first results was published in the International
Journal of Primatology*, while we are finishing other publications.

In 2009 we spend less time with research. The
first reason is that we wanted to

focus more on conservation activities, based
on the results of the research in the preceding
years. The second reason is that research is
expensive, and we didn’'t had enough budget
for more research.

In the first half of the year we did some
research in two areas which were supposed to
have some protection. In the first, an Area de
Conservacion Municipal, we discovered that
much of the area was destroyed, and that titi
monkeys were absent. Deforestation in Conservation Area
However, our visit to the Reserved zone (an unofficial conservation status) “Morro de
Calzada” was a pleasant surprise. There is a good amount of high quality forest
around the Morro (which is a mountain), with connections to fragments of secondary
forest. In total there might be almost 1000 hectares. This might not seem to be much,
but forests of this size are uncommon in the distribution range of Callicebus
oenanthe. There might even be a possibility to connect the area with a poorly
pretected Aréa de Conservacion Municipal on the other side of the road, and if we
could improve the protection of these areas then this could make a reserve for the titi
monkeys of several thousands of hectares.

During our study we noticed that many titi monkeys are
present in this “reserve” as well as in nearby fragments
of forests.

The village that owns the area is very interested in
protecting it, and we have therefore started the
formalities to make this an official protected area (see
below).

With an additional grant of Primate Conservation Inc. we
were able to conduct in the second half of the year two
months of research in the southern part of San Martin. In
that area we had discovered a titi monkey that was
different from the “normal” Callicebus oenanthe, being
more brownish and lacking the white mask. With this
study we wanted to determine if this different titi monkey
Our team in front of the Morro could be a new, undescribed species, or simply a colour
morph of Callicebus oenanthe. We are currently analysing the results of the study,
and plan to publish these in 2010.

* Boveda-Penalba, Vermeer, Rodrigo and Guerra-Vasquez (2009): Preliminary Report on the
Distribution of Callicebus oenanthe on the Eastern Feet of the Andes. Int J Primatol 30:467-480.
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Cacajao distribution PROvECTO
Although the project focuses on titi monkeys, we also collect BER\
data on other primate species. During our interviews, the (
local people mentioned several time that uacaries (genus )
Cacajao) were living in the north of San Martin. This is
strange, as these spectacular monkeys are only known from
eastern Peru, several hundreds of kilometres far away, with
some large rivers in between.

However, as rumours of the existence of the species
increased, we decided to organise an expedition to the area.
This was not so easy, as it is far from the roads where cars
can come, and we needed to arrange guides and mules (to
carry our food and materials).

During a rather tough week, in which we had to walk long distances and cross wild
rivers, we more or less confirmed the presence of uacaries in the area. More or less,
as we have seen the animals only a few seconds, on a very large distance. However,
all the people had knowledge of this monkey with the short tail, which they named the
Mono Cotulo. Although it is clear that the other uacaries do not only live in flooded
forests (Heymann, personal communication), as is often believed, none have ever
been encountered at an altitude of 1400m asl., as we did. We hope to find financial
support to conduct in 2010 more research on this monkey. Considering its different
habitat, and the distance between other known populations, it might well be

possible that this population is genetically very different.

Bird surveys
As our responsible for research has good knowledge of birds, he was asked to make

in June an expedition with members of the ONG Ucumari, a conservation
organisation founded and supported by Apenheul Primate
Park. The objective of this project is to preserve the cloud
forests of the Los Chilchos Valley, in Amazonas/San Martin.
This area is the habitat of the yellow-tailed woolly monkey
(Lagothrix flavicauda).

The aim of the study with Ucumari was to improve the
knowledge of the avian fauna in the area. This information
would be important for the creation of a protected area, but
also to attract birders to the project, which could generate
additional income for the local population. The report of the
study can be found at:
http://www.ucumari.org/attachments/File/Informe_Aves.pdf

Marvellous spatuletail

We have discussed a similar project with Neotropical Primate Conservation, and a
joint expedition will be organised in 2010.

As collaboration is important for the future of nature in Peru, we are happy that we
can make a contribution to other projects.




Database

In 2009 we worked very hard on our photo and video database of titi images. In
the past three years we have collected a large number of pictures and other images,
which are important to compare the phenotypes of different populations.

Now it is time to organise all materials.

San

Other activities
- we have received in August a new research permit
- we had meetings with several other organisations, with which we are building
collaborations
- auniversity student has done his practices during fieldwork with our team

Conclusion

In 2009 we conducted less research than in the preceding years, but we have
collected important new information on different animal species. New proposals have
been written for 2010, and we hope to have enough budget for additional research.

Different individuals of ~ Callicebus oenanthe , showing the variation in colouration
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Conservation

Morro de Calzada

Although education and research are important components of conservation, in 2009
it was time to make the step towards active conservation measures.

We already knew that titi monkeys could be found in some of the “Areas de
Conservacion Municipales” (ACMs) in San Martin. However, our research had shown
that these areas are badly protected, and have high rates of deforestation. The most
interesting area would probably be the combined ACMs Almendra/Mishquiyacu-
Rumiyacu/Bafos Sulfurosos, with a total surface of 2.500 hectares. Not this entire
surface is suitable for titi monkeys (most of it is at higher altitudes), but the area

could be an important stronghold for them. However, once we started to gather
information, we found out that already a large number of associations are active in
these areas, and cooperation is difficult due to some conflicts. We therefore decided
to look further for another area of conservational value.

Morro de Calzada

Another very interesting area was found near Morro de Calzada, a well know
mountain near Moyobamba. The feet of this mountain are covered with forest, as are
some fragments around it. A nearby lower
ridge of hills has low secondary forest, but
within five years this forest could also be titi
monkey territory. The habitants of the small
village of Calzada have a strong emotional
and cultural bond with the mountain and its
surroundings, therefore they have declared
several years ago this area as a “forest
reserve”. However, this status has no
official value, and an oil company already
showed interest in the area. The reserve is
Secondary forest connected to the Morro the habitat of many titi monkeys and birds.
After our “discovery”, the team started talks with the mayor of Calzada, to learn
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more about their plans with the reserve. The community indicated that they wanted

to protect the forest, and agreed that Proyecto Mono Tocon would help them with

the necessary formalities to make this an official “Area de Conservacion”. We have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the mayor, and agreed that PMT

would:
Develop an educational program for the community
Develop and finance the compilation of the
application for an Area de Conservacion Regional
Develop research programs in the reserve

We will also:
Try to promote tourism on the mountain (it is popular
to climb the path on the mountain). This is an
interesting birding area!
See if we can reforest areas in and around the
reserve
Try to connect this reserve with other forest
fragments

With the help of an experienced company we have compiled
the application, which has been presented to the regional authorities. We now have
to wait for their decision.

Meanwhile, our team has started with additional
activities that are necessary to create the
conservation area, including workshops with the
locals.

We also investigate if there is a possibility to
connect this area with other interesting forest
fragments. In some cases that might mean that we
need to purchase land (which is possible as we
now are a Peruvian NGO), if we can find funding.

Workshops with the local community

However, land is very expensive this close to Moyobamba, up to 1000 US
dollars/hectare! Preferably we should make arrangement with land owners about land
use.

Tingana
Tingana is a sector of ACM “Asociacion Hidrica Aguajal Renecal del Alto Mayo”. This

ACM is an important conservation area with a surface of some 5.000 hectares. It is
one of the last “Aguajal and Renecal” forests in the region, Agaujas being palms and
Renacos being Ficus-species that both live in forests that are a large part of the year
flooded. It is habitat of a large variety of animals, including hundreds of bird species,
howler monkeys, many squirrel and capuchins monkeys, river otters, giant otters,
capybaras etc. Titi monkeys can be found in some parts of the ACM, but most of it
habitat seems to be unsuitable for this species.

Although this area is not an important habitat for titi monkeys, it is important that it

will be protected. At this moment the pressure on the area is huge. There are different
strategies to provide a sustainable income for the human habitants in and around the
ACM, one of them being ecotourism in the Tingana sector. However, to make tourism
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really sustainable, more tourists should come. The local association that manages the

tourism-project has asked Proyecto Mono Tocén for
help, and we have decided to provide this help. One of
our first actions will be to help them with the promotion
of tourism. We have designed flyers, which will be
available in Moyobamba. We have also offered to help
them with reservations. At this moment reservations
are possible through local agencies, but some of them
ask a profit of 300% for each reservation! PMT has
offered to arrange for at least one year for free all
reservations. Our telephone number and e-mail
address is on the leaflet, and we will make all
arrangement for a visit. In 2010 we will also promote
the project through our website. Ucumari, the
conservation project of Apenheul, receives every year
tourists, and these tourists will also visit Tingana,
providing more income for the locals.

If necessary and possible, we might offer in the future

more support to the ACM. What would be needed is a separate project, with a modest

budget, to help the municipalities with the management.

Bosque de Protecion Alto Mayo (BPAM)

Fernando Guerra has become a member of the management committee of the

BPAM. This is a huge conservation area of
182.000 hectares. However, there are
many management problems, mainly due
to illegal immigration into the park. At this
moment, more that 5.000 illegal colonists
are destroying large surfaces of unique
cloud-forest, home to Andean bears,
yellow-tailed woolly monkeys, spider
monkeys and many other species.

It will be difficult to improve the situation,

but we hope that we can make a

contribution. Titi monkeys may live on the borders, in the lower parts of the park.

Other activities

- we compiled for the local government, on their request, a document to justify
the importance of conservation measures for Callicebus oenanthe when

drawing up master plans for the Alto Mayo

- we participated to several workshops, meetings and conferences:

Workshop Community Conservation (NPC*)

Regional Forest Plan event (AMPA* and GORESAMY*)

Environmental rights (Paz y Esperanza)
Cultural Patrimony (GTZ*)

Conservation Area Protection (GORESAM and GTZ)

And several others

- we collaborated with the authorites on the
endangered species (with the goal to upgrade the status of Callicebus
oenanthe from vulnerable to endangered for the Peruvian law.

re-categorization of




(* NPC = Neotropical Primate Conservation; AMPA = Amazoénicos por la Amazonia; GORESAM =
Government of San Martin; GTZ = German Technical Support)

Conclusion
In 2009 we have initiated several activities for the conservation of Callicebus
oenanthe, but also for other fauna and flora of San Martin. Our knowledge of the
environmental problems has increased, as has our collaboration with other
organisations. Step by step we work towards a better conservation of the nature of
San Martin.

Publications

Scientific journals

As mentioned before, our most important publication of this year was published in the
International Journal of Primatology. We hope that this publication will motive other
scientists to do research on Callicebus oenanthe and on the distribution of other
endangered primates.

Local newspapers

In several articles we have informed the general public about our activities, the
importance of nature conservation and the problem of animal traffic in San Martin.
The later subject is important, as we still find captive monkeys for sale, and at the
market in Tarapoto we found (horrible) souvenirs made with the stuffed head of a
tamarin!

Newsletter

Two newsletters were published, one in May and one in July. The publication of a
third volume was delayed and will be done in spring 2010. Both newsletters can be
found on the website.

Internet

We made some improvement to our website (www.proyecto-mono-tocon.org) and
Antonio has followed classes to make further improvements.

Our newsblog (http://proyectomonotocon.blogspot.com/) proved again to be a perfect
way to inform (local) people about the activities of our association.
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Proyecto Mono Tocén Expenses 2009*

A) Salaries

Salaries

B) Transport

Travel costs biologists (Spain-Moyobamba)
Travel costs to Lima

Car rental (incl. driver and petrol)

Other travel costs (taxi, boat, bus)

C) Food and Lodging
Apartment/office

Lodging (house and hotels)
Food

D) Equipment
Office materials
Computers, camera, binoculars

E) Education

Various activities and materials
Donation to volunteers

F) Technical report for Conservation Area

G) Other

Assurance, copies, authorisations, etc.
Telephone
T-shirts, computer classes, notary, etc.

H) Education and Conservation Congress

Total

Received:
Blackpool: €5.725
Apenheul: € 3.000
Primate Conservation Inc: € 1.593
London: € 1.500
Twycross € 1.500
Eskilstuna: € 1.440
Zodiac Nature Watch: € 500
Shaldon Wildlife Trust € 500
Total: € 15.758,-

Expenses
€12.862

€2.917
€ 114
€ 3.641
€1.226
€ 2.637
€10.535

€1.913
€1.415
€4.341
€7.669

€ 836
€ 1.555
€2.391

€1.456
€ 128
€1.584

€ 750
€ 706
€ 290
€1.632
€ 2.628
€ 3.575

€41.994

Le Conservatoire is matching every year the budget, and has contributed in 2009 an amount

of € 26.236

* more detailed information can be obtained from Yarmeer
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