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Ex-situ Projects 
 

1. Captive breeding program of Saguinus leucopus, including studbook (Second year) 

 

We had 2 newborns at Santa Fe Zoo in April and one in Piscilago Zoo on July 2nd (Figure 

1).  

 



 

 

Figure 1. Newborns at Piscilago Zoo 

 
 
2. Mortality causes in captive Saguinus leucopus (Second year) 
 

This project is being lead by Piscilago Zoo and has the participation of 7 other Zoos (Santa 

Fe, Santacruz, Cafam, Cali, Barranquilla, Jaime Duque, Caimanes). Carolina Falla has 

analyzed all the information about mortality on this species at Pisilago Zoo since 1999. She 

is going to replicate this study with other zoos that are involved in the Conservation 

Program. She found that at Piscilago Zoo the mortality was around 58% (Figure 2) and the 

maximum time an individual lasted on the collection was 3 years. 



 

11
29%

22
58%

2
5%

3
8%

Alive Dead Scaped Interchanged

 

Figure 2. Mortality analysis at Piscilago Zoo between 1999 and 2007 

 

3. Second Workshop on Captive Management of the Silvery Brown Tamarin (Saguinus 

leucopus) in Colombia 

 

The workshop this year was in Piscilago Zoo, from June 26 – 29. We began the organization 

of this workshop in December of 2006 with the preparation of the program, the conferences, 

and establishing contacts with the speakers and participants. Dominic Wormell, Thierry 

Petit and Carles Juan Salles participated as international speakers. We also had twelve 

national speakers that presented their experiences and work with the species this last year. 

The workshop counted with the participation of 29 people from 23 institutions (Figure 3). 



 

 

Figure 3. Practical activity at the second workshop 

 

4. Support to rescue center in Caldas 
 
The program has signed an agreement with CORPOCALDAS to build two rehabilitation 

cages at their rescue center as well as to start the estimations on densities of wild 

populations in La Victoria, Caldas. CORPOCALDAS has established this new rescue center 

that has around a forest area with wild populations of S. leucopus.  

 
 
 
 

Education Project 
 
1. Campaign to reduce pet trade 
 
Coordinators: Sandra Gomez1 and Maria Teresa Gamez2 

We have supported the month of the Silvery Brown Tamarin and Santa Fe Zoo. They 

dedicated March as the month for this species and make activities around the importance of 

this species conservation. We designed t-shirts for kids and also buttons and stickers (Figure 

4). 

 



 

 

    Figure 4. The Month of the Silvery Brown Tamarin. 

  

We had a meeting with the Ministry of environment, and the 6 government agencies to set 

guidelines for a national campaign against pet trade, using S. leucopus as one of the flagship 

species for this campaign. We are going to have another meeting the 16th of August to define 

ways to collaborate and interchange educational material between the different institutions. 

A total of 30 people from different institutions are going to participate on this meeting.  

 

In-Situ Projects 
 

1. Densities of S. leucopus in Colombia (several localities). 
 
Coordinator: Alba Lucia Morales Jiménez. Fundación BioDiversa Colombia 
 
 

The objective of this research is to identify forest areas where this species still occurs and to 

estimate the density of S. leucopus in those forests. Population status of S. leucopus is not 

known, and this is a priority research topic for conservation purposes. We signed an 



 

agreement with CORPOCALDAS to start the density estimations at La Victoria, Caldas. 

This forest belongs to this government agency and is next to the rescue center (Figure 5).  
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Figure 5. Location of La Victoria Caldas 

 
 
 
 
 

Events and divulgation 
  
National Action Plan Workshop  
 

This workshop was organized by the Ministry of Envioronment, CORPOCALDAS, 

Fundacion BioDiversa Colombia and the Association of Colombian Primatologists. This 

event took place on Manizales, Caldas the 15th and 16th of July (Figure 6). We had 28 

participants from government agencies, NPOs and enterprises. We have created a plan to try 



 

to guaranty the survival of this species in Colombia. We made some agreements between 

institutions to combine efforts to preserve this species and its habitat. The results of this 

workshop will published at the end of this year.   

 

 

Figure 6. Participating on the creation of a National Action Plan for Saguinus leucopus 

 
 
 
  



 

Budget and expenses from January 2007 to July 2007 in Euros 
 

Heading Details Total cost Spent 

Reproduction enclosures 
(2 enclosures) 

Caimanes zoo 2 enclosures =  
€3000 

€ 3,000 
 
 

0 

Management of animals  

The project will pay the 
analysis of dead animals and 
some veterinarian exams for 
animals in all zoos in the 
program 

€ 3,300 1,300 

Support to Rescue 
Centers 

Two enclosures for 
rehabilitation (Corpocaldas) 
 

€ 3,500 0 

Education Project 
Education material and 
workshops in schools and 
zoos  

€ 3,500 500 

Density project Field trips, maps, interviews, 
equipments, software 

€ 5,000 0 

National workshop about 
captive management 

Meeting to qualify the team 
in charge of the breeding 
program in zoos and rescue 
centers 

€ 3,500 3,500 

Participation in 
international meetings 

Members of the team are 
going to present this 
program in different 
meetings  

€ 2,500 0 

Coordination of Project Fundacion BioDiversa 
Colombia 

€ 5,700 2,400 

TOTAL:   € 30,000 € 7,700 
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